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It was only when | examined the text very closely in Arabic that
| kept a list of them, at the end of which I had to acknowledge
the evidence in front of me: the Qur’an did not contain a single
statement that was assailable from a modern scientific point of
view. | repeated the same test for the Old Testament and the
Gospels, always preserving the same objective outlook. In the
former, 1 did not even have to go beyond the first book, Genesis,
to find statements totally out of keeping with the cast-iron facts
of modern science. ™
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fragments of Waraka's incompleted version, there was no Bible
for him to see. It is, moreover, most unlikely that he saw these‘®.
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The Kur'an (ii. 283), obviously in confirmation of pre-lIslamic
legal usage, provides for the giving of pledges (rihan""
makbdda) in business in which a definite period is concerned, if
the preparation of a written document is impossible®.
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The question whether nascent Islamic commercial law was
influenced by the law and economic life of the peoples
incorporated in the Muslim empire, has been much discussed in
the past but can now be definitely answered in the affirmative(®.
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Commercial law in pre-Islamic Mecca had undoubtedly reached
a certain level of development ; the trade on which alone the
existence of the town depended, occupied such a predominant
place there that the Kur'an not only referred to it often but used a
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number of technical terms of commerce to express religious
ideas (V.
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While, however, full permission is thus given to trade, even
when on pilgrimage; yet, as we learn from another Sura, the zeal
with which the Arabs of the Prophet's time gave themselves up
to this was not altogether pleasing to him. He was much grieved
to find them, on the approach of a caravan, withdrawing en
masse, leaving him to preach to empty seats. So we read in Sura
62:9 .
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Under the influence of Christian ascetic ideas, his attitude to
trade was modified; he does not condemn it, it is true, but he
now sees in it something which may detain believers from the
worship of God and from performing the salat'®.
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There were nevertheless matters of importance, not regulated by
any general Arabian laws concerning which some prescription
was necessary or desirable. How should debtors be treated?
Should the Muslim exact interest when making a loan to his
fellow-Muslim? May a man pursue his trade on Friday as freely
as on other days? Questions similar to these, and to still others
with which the Koran deals, had been answered by the Hebrew

557 o jsile oY sl s (1)
A13/2 LA s (2)

58



lawgivers and interpreters; and it is from their decisions
especially that Mohammed derives his own doctrine!®.
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The fact that the principal passages against interest belong to the

Medina period and that the Jews are reproached with breaking

the prohibition, suggests that the Muslim prohibition of riba

owes less to conditions in Mecca than to the Prophet's closer
acquaintance with Jewish doctrine and practice in Medina‘®.
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What was generally understood in the earliest period as the riba
forbidden in the Kur'an, seems only to have been interest on
loans (chiefly of money and foodstuffs); anything that goes

(1)Torrey, C.C. The Jewish Foundation of Islam: Mohammed's Legislation p. 9 of 14
(Electronic copy on the website: http://answering-islam.org.uk/Books

(2) EI (First Edition), vol. vi p.1148 .
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beyond this is to be regarded as a later development ) .
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In regard to usury, also, the old Hebrew enactments are repeated
in the Koran. The Muslim must not exact interest from his
fellow-believer, but there is no such restriction when he is
dealing with non- Muslims (cf. 2:276-279 with Ex. 22:25 and
Deut. 23: 19)®.
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It will be seen that Muhammed leaves entirely open the question
whether his followers may or may not practise usury with
people of another religion ... It is more than probable, therefore,

(2) EIl (First Edition), vol. vi p.1148.

(3) Torrey, C.C. op. cit., p. 10.
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that Muhammed was conversant with the OIld Testament
teaching as regards usury‘®
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According to Islam, usury is prohibited in the case of a Moslem

dealing with a fellow-believer, but not when dealing with a non-
Moslem®
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There is only one direct reference made to bribery in the Qoran,

namely, in Sara 2, 184¥, where we read, ((Devour not your
wealth among yourselves vainly, nor present it to the judges that

(2) Roberts, Robert. op. cit., P.105.
(3) Katsh, Abraham 1., op. cit., p.184
Lokooy e ) oo Toto s WlSG 2m il sl wdn ginmy 3l 13SCay cpaled) s (3)
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ye may devour a part of the wealth of men unjustly, while ye
know, ... It seems somewhat strange that the Prophet should

give to this important matter, as he did also to that of theft, such
scant attention. The space given to the subject in the Qor'an by
no means corresponds to the wide prevalence of the evil of
bribery among the Muhammedans ... And had Muhammed
given more notice to the matter in the Qoran, perhaps one would
not find so much bribery in Muhammedan countries ‘.
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(3) Roberts, Robert. op. cit., pp.108-109.
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