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- Othmani Holy Qurin
and its destiny between islamic

east .and west
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Oth-nani Holy Quran and its Cestiny between
Islamic east and west

All arabic resources agree on saying that the Prophet Muhammed, used to order his follow 7
to write down all the verses revealed to hu-n. Among those who undertook the writing of
verses, the.irewere definitely Ubay b. Kahib, Mz b. Gabal, Zeid b. Thabet and Abil Zeid (1),
who all belong to Al Ansar beside others, but they disagreed about two, they were Abu
AL Darda'(2) and Dthmdn. These verses were usually written down on various materials suck
as parts of animal bones, leather and even palm leaves (3). Besides, other muslims would
memorize the qur)a'n and checks their memories against Muhammed personally or some of nis
followers. (4) :

There were thus, two forms, where in the qur’a'n was to be found during Muhammed’s lifz
fime, a phonen'c as well as a graphic one. (5) In fact the graphic one was scarcer, and that was
due to the small number of writers. In other words there were two sources then for quranic

reference.

No sooner did Muhammed die than various types of troubles arose in the newly established
Islamic state. Some fights actually arose in different parts of the arabic peninsula between Abu
Bakr on the one hand and the murtaddini (insurgents-impostors) on the other hand  Many
muslims were killed including several men that knew the qu;z?n by heart. Amoung a 1000
losses on the Yamamah battle, for instance, there were about 450 men of those quraric
memorizers. (6) It was then that Abu Bakr felt it was necessary to compile the different qurar.ic
verses in one volume. He gave his commands to Zeid b. Thabet (7) who undertook the task wik
the extremest measures of caution (8) , assisted by bmar b. Al Ig_xarz;b. It was Abu Bakr then
the first to gather the whole qu}in berween two covers. It was then referred to as “Mushaf™, a
word which is usually believed to come from Amharic meaning the "scripture”. ® This Wush af
was kept at Abu Bakr’s house during his life time, that at Omar’s and finally with Hafsa, Omﬂv
daughter, who was well educated,.by writing and reading. (10) That version was most probaty
written in the hand-writing of Mecca or in both types of hand-writing, the “dry” type of Al Madira
and the "soft” one of Mecca.

Othman’s quranic Versions (Al MasahefAl Othmama) in Muslim Countries:

During Othman’s reigr, the Muslims expended acrss many new countries, including Armen s
and Azrabijan. Amoung those who participated in the taking over these bwo countries wiis
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Huzazfa b. Al-Yaman (12) who roticed the way people with different dialects would dzsagree on
quranic verses. That means tha:, at those times there were "different readings™ of quran. He
went back to Meding to meet Othman and wamn him about it{13) , upon which Othman decided
to compile the quran in unified versions after the quraish dialect, and ordered only these versions
(! Masahef) to be sent to the newly conquered countries. He commanded Zeid b. Thabet, Abd
AllGh b. Zubair, Said b. Al @As and Abde! Rahman b. Al Hareth b. Husham to make
different copies with the help of the Mushaf compiled by Abu Bakr, which was then Kept
at Hafsa’s place. (14) When the job was finished, Othman ordered all other copies or. versions
to be bunt down, most probably at the year 30 after Hijra.

Despite Othman’s good will in burning the other qu;a-;uc versions in order 10 put an end to
theological disputes amoung Muslims, that was one of the reasons for the revolt against him. (16)

The copies he sent to the other countries were qu;&'ns “Othmanite Mushafs” or the "Leading
Mushafs", the number of which is not difinite. According to Abu Bakr Al Dani(17) , as well as
Al Zarakshi (18) , they were only four, three were sént 10 Kufa, Basra and Damascus, and one
kept by Ot~ nself. According to Hamza Al Zayat they were only four, while others said

that they wer , as we find both views mentioned by Al Sijistani (19) There is also Al
Yagusiwho se * they were nine (20) , while Ibn Al Jazri holds they were eight (21), among

which there was the one ‘Othman kept for himself or the "Heady Moshaf™ as it was often referred
to. The majority of scholars however, believe they were six copies. (22

We should distinguish between these mushafs, and the personal copy which is believed to have
been hand-written by Othman himself. It was this personal copy that he was reading through at
his murder, and it is this copy which is the topic of the present research.

‘Othman’s Personal Mushaf:

All arab references agree on that 'Othman had taken his own Mushaf, put on his lop to read
through it, before the invaders entered the house. He was actually murdered while reading, and
some draps of his blood fell down on few pages of his copy of the qur?z;z. Blood drops fell on the
verse "God will suffice you for them, He is the all-hearing, the all knowing"( 23)

Since Othman’s murder, however, many different claims spread out regarding the identity of
who possesses that Mushaf now.

And here is a brief survey 6f the most important of such claims and stories.
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(A) It was claimed that this Mushaf was sent to Egypt where, says Al MaqrE it was found
out in the treasury of Al Mugtadir Billah Al Abbasi as it was then to the mosque of Amr on the
fifth of the month of Muharram of the year 378 of Hijra under the reign of Al At
Billah. (24) But there is no historical evidence that this actually took place. That copy of the
Koran however, was kept in the Quadi Fadel school near by the shrine of Al-Husien, u~z! the
school building collapsed. It was then transported to the dome built by Sultan Al Ghur opposite
10 his school. It was kept there until the year of 1275 of Hijra when it was taken along wit's some
belongings of the prophet Muhammed to the Zeinab Mosque, then the clothes treasuries in the
castle to the administration of Al-Augaf in the year 1304 of the Hijra, then the following year to
“4bdif palace and finally to the Husien Mosque. (25) Al Samhidi holds that it is highly
improbable that this Mushaf should be Othman’s personal copy. (26) He believes it is probably
one of those copies which Othman sent to different countries under the rule of Islamic state. As
Faras the researcher is concerned, we must bear in mind the fact that Othman didn't send any of
these ;g;!y copies of the quran to Egypt as Ubaid Al Qasim b. Sallam, Al Sijislant, and Al Dani
Said. (47)

Morover Dr. Soad Makher has proved in a study of hers that the hand-writing used in that cogy
belongs to a later age than that of Othman. Therefore it may be the case that that copy was only
made later during the Ummayad period, being itself, then, a copy made of one of those moshafs
sent by Othman to Syria for instance. (28) I has also been suggested that since Al Hajaj Ibn
Yasuf Al Thaqafi sent some copies of his mushaf to the other countries, Abdel AT Ibn Marwén
the ner (Wali) of Egypt at that time was motivated to set on making a copy for Egypt, which
was the first official copy of the quran in Egypt. (29)

(B) The second claim is related to Al Basra, Ibn Ba{{z.—qa., for example, says that he saw the
glorious Mushaf which Othman was reading through when he was slain, in 4Li’s mosque. He says
ke actually saw the blood drops on the verse (30) “God will suffice you for them; He is the
all-hearing, the all-knowing". But we believe that this Mushaf must havz been one of the two
sent to Iraq by Othman. (31) The dlood drops could have been added on purpose so as to
persuade simple minded people that it was the mushaf of Othman. Otherwise, how come there is
another copy with blood drops on, the verse “God will suffice..” during the reign of Banii Marin
(Mareen) which was kept in the mosque of Cordova,then was carried by the Al xbliyafsic&iﬂt 10
their treasuries in Morocco, for fear it should be lost during the baitles which werz laking place
there at the time. Finally Iraq at the time, when Ibn Bat_afa made his visit, was under the rule of
the I_Gz[z.n state in Iran (Persia) whose people converted to Islam since their seventh; leader _QE:EH
I_Qm-n (695 of Hijra\1295 A.C.) did, while the Mushaf which we believe 10 be the authentc one,
was kept in the treasuries of the Sultans of Banu Z}z‘y&'n until Abu Al Hassan Al Marrini restored
it from then in 738 of Hijra (1337 A.C.). ‘
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(C) The third claim is concerned of the Mushaf whick is preserved in the library of the
religious administration in Tashqand That Mushaf is devoid of dots and each page contains 12
lines. It consists of 353 papers of 53 x 68(32) em. each. It was originally kept in Samarqand
until it was transported to its present place in 1869 A.C. (33)

This Mushaf could have been sent there during the rule of the Golden tribe, in the view of
some researchers as a present from Al Zaher Bibars who was an ally of Baraka Khan, the leader
of that tribe, and the first moslem amoung the Mongols and Al Zaher's brother in law. The other
alternative is that it is the same copy seen by Ibn Ba_q?qa in Basra, (34) but moved later on by
Taymurlank (771-807 of Hijra).

The first idea is completely rejected, as the Mushaf of Egypt is already proved to be different
from the original, Othman’s Mughaf. Thus ever if it was present, it must have been any other
Mushaf except that of Othman. Moreover, this would imply that Egypt used to keep two copies of
Othmanic Mushafs which is impossible, since there was only one Mushaf coloured by the blood
drops of the murdered caliph.

As for the second alternative, some scholars accept (33) while others refuse it (36) But those
who accept it say it was the Basra copy, but not the original one.

One the other hand, other scholars refuse the second alternative on grounds that the artistic
quality of the hand-writing and shape of letters proves its date to be much later than the reign of
Othman. The straight nature of the lines, as straight as if they were drawn with the help of a
ruler, indicates that it was most probably written down in the third century after the flight, and
certainly not before the second century.

F - 'y -
(D) The fourth claim is related to Hims copy of the quran. Sheikh Ismail Tbn Abdel Gawad
stated that he had seen ‘Othman’s Mushaf kept in a treasury placed inside a box (37)in the
mosque of Hims castle.

Sheikh IsmazLKayalz mentioned that there were drops of blood and that the handwirting was
a kuﬁ" one. Specialists however, assert that the handwriting used was only known after the end of
the first century of hijra.

(E) The fifth claim concerns the Mushaf of Istambul. The museum of Tib qabi Saray keeps

a copy of leather which they claim to have been the one used by ‘Othman on the day of his
murder. it is clamied that the traces of blood are still clear on its pages up till now. But these so
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called blood-drops are in fact nothing more than small circles for omament containing
geometrical lines, which proves that Mushaf to have been made much later than the ime of the
muslim caliph, such drawings and dottings were not known by then

Some other arabic resources hold it firnly that ‘Othamn’s personal mushaf was kept in the
masque of Cordova until the year 552 of hijra, when it was taken 1o Morocco by Abde! Mumen
ibn AIC and that it remained there until the age of Baniz Marrin. We do maintain that this
mushaf contains some pages of the original one, in addition to new pages, copied from the copy
that was in Andalusia. To prove our point of view, we must make an investigation regarding the
history of Othman’s personal mushaf from the day he was assasinated until it was taken
Analusia and then, finally to Morocco.

According to Samhiidi, the mushaf Othman was reading through on his murder was owned
after by one of two men, both of which had the name of “Khalid" according to Mihrez, it was his
grandson Kkalid ibn Amr ibn Othman. (38) According to Ibn quayba, it was Khalid his son
from his wife “Um Amr” the daughter of jundub. (39) as for Khalid, the grandson, he was the
son of Ramlah the duaghter of MuGwiah Ibn AbT Sufidn himself. (40) He was thus grandson for
both Mulawiah and ‘Othmdn, one through the father while the other through the mother.
Therefore, we are inclined to believe the first alternative more than the second one, because of
two factors. First, it is only logical that the new caliph Muawiah would allow his own grandson
to keep the personal mushaf of that grandson’s after his grandfather. He would be totaly satisfied
that the mushaf was safe and sacred then. Secondly, ‘Othman’s house belonged after his death to
“4mr and his brothers. That was the house he has granted to his son, (41) and that is why it was
referred o as Y4mr’s house. Amr was the most interested in the house amo ngst his brothers. He
stayed in it more than all the others did. This means that his son, Khalid, must have also been
brought up in that house, where Othman was murdered while reading through his personal copy

of the mushaf.

For these two factors, we tend to believe that the mushaf was preserved by Khalid ibn Amr
since he was also closely related to the new rulers, and was already, living at the same house a!
the time of the murders. In both cases however, the Mushaf must have been preserved by
‘Othman’s family, whether his son or his grandson. But then how or why did that Mushaf get out

of Al Medina??
“Abdel Malek Al Ansar rightly suggests it must have been removed out of the city during one

of the uprisings which took place therein. (42) These may be mainly divided into three ones:-
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The first one 100k place in the year 50 of hijra when Mudwiah wanted to appoint his son
=24 as his heir during his own life time. As it is commonly known, that annoyed the public city
Medina, and Mohammed's followers, who refused to agree to the taliph’s request

Amongst these Husien Ibn At Abd-Allah Ibn Ormar, 4bdel Rahman ibn Abii Bakr, and Abd
1ah ibn Al Zubeir stood out. The caliph had to come to them in arms, with a thousand knights
d forced the people including the major four leaders of the resistance movement (0 recognize
2 as their future ruler. (43)

The second event occured in the year 63 of hijra when ‘Abd Allah ibn Al Zubeir announced
mself as a prince of the muslims after the murder of Al Husien in Karbald’ The people in
edina revolted against Othman ibn Mohammed ibn AbU Sufidn who was appointed by Yazid.
iey even draw away Marwan ibn Al Hakam and the rest of Ummayad rulers. (#4)

A battle broke out berween the people of Medina and their self-appointed wali (ruler), Abd
1Gh B. Hanzala on one hand, and an army of 12,000 syrian fighters (45) in some reports
d 5,000 in others (%6) | under the leadership of Mustim ibnUgba Almarrt. The rebels in AL
edina put two rulers for themselves now: one for Kuraish while the other for
l-Ansar. (47) After a violent war the antackers divastated the city and killed about 80 of the
ophet’s followers as well as thousands of ordinary people. All this took place in 27 of Z{ Al
ijjah, in the year 63 of the hijra and the conflict ended up with the syrian soldiers devastating
e city and compelling the citizens to accept their new rulers and act as if they were merely

aves.

The third uprising and trouble came much later during the reign of Al Mansur, the Abassid
aliph. The followers of Ali (Allawiin) became angry from the Abassids for keeping the
ovenment for themnselves alone, which led them in general and the Hassanis in particular, to
ebel Muhammed ibn Abd-Allah ibn Al Hassan ibn Al Hassan ibn Alf led a revolution (48) in
he last few weeks of the year 145 of hijra. The caliph would not hesitate then to send an army of
our thousand knights and two thousand men in Ramadan to violate the city. The battle came to
n end with the murder of Muhammed by Humid b. Quohtuba. (49) Other uprising broke out,
he last of which ended with the death of Al Husein ibn Alribn Al Hassan ibn Al Hassan, when
1e went out to Mecca with his men to fight Suliman b. Al Mansur,(50)

Out of these three alternatives we maintain the third one to be the most probable. This is due
to a story told by Al Samhiidi about Imam Malek ibn  Anas, who stated that Othman’s mushaf
disappeared then. (51) As Malek died in the year 179 of hijra, and as Samhudr also mentions
that Al Qésim ibn Saldm who died in the year 223 of hijra saw that mushaf (32), we tend to
believe that it was lost only in the Abassid age.
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There is a story mentioned by Ibn “4bde! Malek Al Ansari (93), and Ibn Marziig (9%) alike,

about a man called Abu Baokr Muhammed Ibn Yaquob ibn Skiba, ibn al Salt, who heard

. through his father as well as ke saw through his grand father’s writing, that the grand father had
actually seen the mushaf in Iraq during Rabie"Awal of the year 223 of hijra when the abassid
caliph, Al Mutasim, sent it 1 have its cover renewed. According 1o this story, there were marny
mraces of blood, most of which were found in sura *The star” (Al Najm)as well as the verse "God
hall suffice..”. It is also reported that the mushaf was about two palm hands and four fingers
long, and that each page contained 28 lines. We can thus conclude that the mushaf must have
been lost from the Medina only in the life time of Malek, when it was taken 0 Iraq and was kep:
there where it was found and seen during the reign of Al Mixtasim.

Therefore we excluded the possibility of its loss in the first two troubles that took place in
Medina. After all, it is much more logical that it was the Abassids who would take the mugha;?
from the ancestors of Othman, rather than the Umayyades doing so to their own relatives.

Thus the mughaf was kept in his house through out the Ummayad period, and disappeared at
the early beginings at the Abassid age, perhaps in the year 169 of hijra when the Medina was
divastated by the Abassid soldiers. All this coincides with the stories reporzed by Al SamAudT
from the east and Ibn Abdel Malek Al Ansari’and Ibn Marziig the western arab historians, who
all agree that the Mushaf was in Iraq about 223 of hijra. Al Samhudy for instance, confirms that
Al Qasim ibn Sallam had seen the mushaf taken out of the treasuries of some princes whese
names were left without any mention. (33)

Through comparisons and contrasts of Samhidi’s story with Al Ansar’s as well as the
biography of Al Qasirm ibn Salldm we managed to identify the place where the mushaf was kept. -
1t is clear through his biography that Ibn Sallam lived in Iraq until the year 214 of hijra, as he
was often refered to as "Al Bagdadi™ for living so long in Baghdad (Bagdad) apart Sfrom the fact
He died in Mecca in the year 223 of the hijra, but he only left Bagda:! in the year 214 of hijra
(829 A.D.). (56)

This is also confirned by Al Ansari and Ibn Marzilg who assert that Ydqoub ibn Shiba, in
person saw the mushaf in Iraq in 223 of Hijra, But this disagrees with fbn Abde! Malek Al
Ansan’s con:'usion that the mushaf may have been taken over to Andalusia by prince Abde!
Rahmin Al Dakbil In fact, we rather hold that it was taken there or at least parts of it, were,
during the reign of prince Abdel Rahman Al Awsat(57) (206 - 238 of Hijra).

Andalusian historians differ in their views of the Mushaf which was kept in Andalusio. J5n
Pashkual believes that it was not the original one. He holds it was one of the four copies sen:
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t0 Arab countries by ‘Othman, most probably the one sent to Syria. (38)

Ibn Abdel Malek Al Ansart also believes it was not the oniginal copy. He believes it was one
of the same four ones, and that it could have probably been brought about by Abdel Rahman Al
Dakhil in the year 138 of hijra, with other presents given to him by his sister, or later on by any of
his sons. (39) But he also reports through Al Razi(60) and Ibn Hayyan(61) that it was the
mushaf that was kept in the mosque of Cordova, was the same mushaf written down by Othman
himself.

Al Magari also reports that it was the mushaf Othman was reading through on his murder,
and that it was decorated with golden ornaments topped with pearls and precious stones and
covered with silk. (62) He also swears it was the Mushaf written by Othman in person. (63)

There were two different sets of opinions then. One group asserts it was the original one, while
the others deny this possibility. As faras the researcher is concemed we believe it was most
probably the original Mushaf which ‘Othman was reading through on his murder, but we do not
agree that it was hand written by ‘Othman himself, because all arabic resources agree that he
asked a number of the followers and companions of Muhammed to make these early copies of
the qurin but he didnot participate in the actual writing. We do not also take the view held by
Ibn Abdel Malik Al Ansart and Ibn PashKual, that Cordova mushaf was one of the first four
copies sent to Bagra, Kufa Mecca, Damascus while they believe to be the most probably source of
that mushaf. First of all, the Kufa copy was probably lost during the troubles taking place during
Ali's reign and later on during the Umayyad age. Even if it were not lost, it is highly doubtful that
the people of Kiifa, who were supporters of Ali would accept to give up their precious copy of the
quran for the Umayyad rulers of Andalucia.

The copy of Mecca was seen by Ibn Jubier (64) and 1on Baztuta, (65) as late as the eight
century. Besides, Abu Al-Qasim Al Tujibi Al Saptisaw it in Mecca at the end of the year 696 of
Hijra (66) » and Samhidr also spoke about it (67) while indicates that it cannot be the same
mushaf

The Bagra copy was seen by Ibn Battuta in Bagra itself so it cannot be the same Mushaf too.

Finally we come to the view that it could have been the copy that belongs to Syria, and that it
came to Andalusia with Abdel Rahman Al Dakhil in the year 138 of Hijra. To start with, it
could not have been brought out info Andalusia by Abdel Rahmin Al Dakhil because the copy

of Syria was seen in Syria at much later dates.
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It was seen by Ion Jubier, (08) described by Al Harawt (69) (he died at 611 H.), by Abi Al
Qdsim Al Saba(69) in the year 797 of Hijra, ibn Fag! alldh Al‘Omari(71) in the eight Century

_ andlanatzwaaswelL (72)

The researcher believes that the mushaf kept in Cordova was not exclusively the onginal one,
but only contained four pages of it.

We base this view of ours on the story told by the honest geographical scholar Al IdfTsT who
reports that the store of the mosque contained a mushaf that was so heavy that it needed two
men 1o lift it up, and that it contained four pages of Othmin’s original mushaf, while he himself
had written it and which had four drops of his blood. (73) Thus we maintain that the copy of
Andalusia has acquired its fame of the four original pages. Generation after another treated that
mughaf with respection until it was transported by the Almohades (Almowahidin) in the year 552
(h) to protect it against the christian attacks, especially after attacking the mosque in the year 540
(h) with the horses of the enemies, and the robing of its valuables.

On the other hand, it is more probable that this mushaf arrived in Andalusia during the reign
of Abdel Rahman Al Awsat because it was an age of open contacts with the east, and especially
with Irag. Many treasures were then sent to Andalusia from Irag, particularly during the conflict
between the two brothers, Al Amiin and Al Mdmiirn .

It remained in the mosque during the reign of;lbdel Rahman Al Nasir too, until Al Mustansir
set out on the additional constructions in 8th of Jumadi Akhira of the year 354 (h) when he
ordered it t0 be kept at the house of Al Mamiin Muharmmed ibn Yeheya ibn Abdel A=z known
as Ibn Al Kharaz, (74) unal the building processes finished. (75) The servants of the mosque
carried out the orders. When the additional constructions were completed in the year 356 (h) the
mushaf was restored to its place (76) and stored inside the room 1. ich leads to the door on the
left of Al Mihrab.

It was usually the servant of the mosque that looked after the mushaf. Ibn Séid Al Maghribd
reports that during the reign of Banii Gahwar, a minister (Vazir) undertcok to look after it. The
mushaf v -5 kept there all the age of Almoravids (Al Moribitén) who gave it much care. Al
ldrisi describes that mughaf in his book “Nuzhat Al Mushtdq” which he had finished befare
Andalusia was subjected to the rule of Almohades, and says that Almoravides were highty
interested in taking care of that mushaf and would employ three men every friday to carry it out
of its storing place.
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Al Idrisy reports the mushaf to have been covered with a dark leather cover (77) that was
wonderfuly decorated and engraved. (78) The Imam of the mosque would read ont half a group
every day then returns the mushaf to its place. (79)

When Andalusia was subjected to the dominion of Almohades, the first of their caliphs, 4bdel
Mumen Ibn Al was greatly worried about that glorious mushaf since the mosque started to be
exposed to the abuse and attack of the soldiers of Castilla (Cashtala).

Therefore, he transported it to Marrakech. It was Abu Said and Abu Y&kib, his own sons
that carried out the mission in 11 Shawal in the year of 552 (H.) (80) . This event was the
subject of a poem composed by minister Abu Zakariya Yehya ibn Ahmed ibn Yehya ibn Abdel
Malek ibn Tufeil in praise of the caliph for his protection of Othman’s Mushaf. (81)

The almohades paid much attention to the covery and decoration of the mushaf with all sorts
of pearls, jewels and precious siones. They brought together the best artists in Al-Maghreb, and
omamented its cover with valuablg red precious stone which they called "Hafer”, and they even
made a cradle and a chair for ransporting it from one place to another, made of fine wood and
brass , and all this would be kept inside a cubic bax, magicaly opened so as to let the chair come
out automatically when the door of the box is opened through the tumning of a key. The door
would open into the two sides of the cover, causing the chair to move forward, and the door
would automatically close as the chair comes out completely with the mushaf on top of it.

They would always carry the mushaf along on their travels (83) and in their fights over a coach
carried by a red she camel (84) covered with silk or sometimes a white camel. (8%)

The coach would bear four red signs and the caliph and his son would follow that camel or
she camel, followed by the flags and then the princes and adminstrators of the state. It was
Abdel Mumen who first started this habit.

All this went on until Al Mitadid BiAllzh AbiZ Al Hassan ibn Al Mémin AbT Al Alda’ldrs
was killed near Telemsen in the year 646 H, while carrying the mushaf with his trail as
usual (85) Fis army got out of control after his death and the valuables robbed including the
mugshaf. Those who stole it were unaware of its historical and spritual value, so they offered it for
sale in Telernsen.

When the prince of Telems3n Abii Yeheyd Yagmordsen Ibn Zayan learnt of this he restored
the mushaf and kept in his family until 702 (k) inherited from one son to another.
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It remained there, in the reasuries of the sultans of Telemsen until Aba Al Hasan 4l
“Othmin ibn AbT Yqiib Al Marrind came to Telemsan near the end of the month of Ramadad;
the year 737 (a.h.) and conquered the city and kept with him. He glorified it and would
carry it along wherever he went out to fight.

It happened that the mushaf was taken by the Portugues who took part in the ba:tle of T
which is referred to in Christian resources as "the battle of river Salado” on 7th of Jumada
Awal of the year 741 (h) (1340 a.c.) where Banii Mareen were defeated. The defea:ed Sull
however, spared no effort to festore the mushaf. He sent the merchant Abi li Al Hasan fr
the city of Azmur to buy the mushaf from Portugal at any cost. (86) The merchans succeedec
his task and restored the mushaf to Sultan Abd Al Hasan in 745 (H) Ibn Marzug repc
thousands of golden Dinars to have been spent for that purpose.

Then the mushaf Al Imam or the "leading copy of the glorious qurin” went back to F. es, |

after its cover was tom and the omaments and precious stones taken out. It remained lhere s
iy izs treasury since then. It was since then too, that we heard nothing of it.
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