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Arabic Conjunction "Lawla': Linguistic Explanatory Study

Al Abbas Hussien Ali Al Hazemi*
Imam Mohamed Ibn-Saud Islamic University
(Received 20/11/2014; accepted for publication 25/12/2114.)

Abstract: This research is concerned with the study of the usage of the Arabic conjunction "lawla" in the Qur'an. It attempts to
distinguish between two meanings and to identify the linguistic states of "lawla" in relation to its explanatory meanings. The research is
explanatory and linguistic. It follows an analytical deductive approach to the study of "lawla" usage in the Qur'an. The research cites seventy-
five places of "lawla" in the Qur'an, thirty-four of which are used to express imtinaa' (prevention of one thing due to the presence of another)
and forty-one to express tahdheedh (primarily motivation). The latter accommodates meanings such as offers, requests, wishing and
interrogation. Each of the two "lawla" usages has a specific structure of its own: one (imtinaa') is followed by an explicit or implicit noun,
while the other (tahdheedh) is followed by a verb in the present or past tense; imtin'ah lawla's principal clause sometimes starts with the
Arabic letter "laam", while that oftahdheedh "lawla" starts with the letter "faa". The imtinaa’ predicate is elliptical, and so is
the tahdheedh predicate. The elliptical character of the predicate in the two cases is explained by linguists and interpreters. The meaning of
the imtinaa’ "lawla" depends on the meaning of its conditional clause, which starts with "lawla". The tahdheedh "lawla" needs a principal
clause, which can be explicit or implicit. Conjunctions that can perform the same function as "lawla" are: "halla", "alla", "lawma" and "ala".

Keywords: lawla — imtinaa'iyyah/imtinaa’ — tahdheediyyah/tahdheedh — linguistic explanation — negation — /awla principal clause.
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