ABSTRACT
Quranic Tales have special importance in showing the miracles of the Holy Quran and in realizing its most accurate expressions and its most magnificent styles. Besides, the Holy Quran takes the fact s of the past and exhibits them to the human kind at every time and every where so that they consider the advice and the lessons implied in them to correct their ways in life. These are not mere religious and historical tales-as is the case with the scriptures of the religious prior to Islam. They are rather facts where language was exploited in a way that fascinated the most eloquent of Arabs.


Both classical and modern writers tackle the subject of the Quranic tales from different perspectives. In spite of the large number of such studies, they were either concerned with historical-religious or with artistic –stylistic aspects. Linguistic and syntactic aspects of these tales were very narrowly tackled and in some verses of the Holy Quran.Studies that clearly link the language and the styles of narrations appeared here and there in some sections of some studies. Hence, the researcher in this study tries to reveal these links by studying the role of the tenses in the text-context of the tales and the resulting semantic transfer of the verbal patterns or time associations that are different from those assigned by the grammarians i.e. every verbal pattern represents a certain tense (e.g.: faqala for the past tense and yafqala for the present or future tenses).


This study falls into an introduction and two parts.  In the introduction, the researcher tackles the view to time in the human philosophical and linguistic heritage. Part one is a study of the event and time. It includes two chapters. Chapter one is devoted to explaining the tenses of the verbal patterns in the narrative context where the patterns were exploited to suit the narrative context and the narrative styles ….. Chapter two discusses the context of the verbal patterns.


Part two also consists of two chapters and it is mostly analytic. Chapter one deals with the kinds of narrative and the function of tense in it. Chapter two studies variation in the structure of verses and the semantic variation that result from it and that are connected to the context. 


The researcher arrived at some findings; among which is that tense in Arabic is contextual and cannot be related to a certain pattern or a special structure. The classical studies, which tried to relate every pattern to a certain pattern, were only applying the educational role, which depended on the frequent, and the familiar of the facts.

The other finding is that the styles and kinds of narration require an appropriateness between the context of the tale and the verse where it is mentioned and what that entails of employing the linguistic tools to reveal the religious aim behind that. The past continuous tense is the dominant one in the Quranic tales because it suits the function of picturing that makes the characters of the tale move and talk alive in front of the hearer /reader.
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