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Abstract:

This thesis is a thematic study pertaining to the issue of unity within the Islamic
community (Ummah), and how the Qur'an seeks to address it. The thesis is the
product of a comprehensive and complete reading of the Qur'an, where all
verses relevant to this study have been gathered together.

All verses explicit or otherwise, which demonstrate a divine injunction or
imperative for unity have been grouped together, as well as verses which discuss
the reasons for unity and also those verses which outline any obstacles and
impediments to realising unity within the Ummah.

| preface the thesis with a definition of the Muslim Ummah and mention some
of its key characteristics; al-Khayriyyah, al-Wasatiyyah and al-Ummah al-
Wahidah by referring to the works of scholars in their exposition of these
characteristics.

| then move on to discussing the understanding of ‘Islamic Unity' and its
importance, and thereafter focus on three important chapters of this thesis. The
first chapter | devote to mentioning those verses where unity is put forward as a
divine injunction; a total of twenty five. | make clear the implication of the
injunction for unity in every verse through referencing what I came across from
the statements of the people of knowledge.

As for the second chapter, | devote it to discussing the verses that comprise of
mentioning the reasons for unity, totalling seventeen altogether. These are
reasons which have been discussed mainly by the exegetes from the people of
knowledge.

The third chapter is devoted to mentioning some of the obstacles and
impediments which prevent the realisation of an Islamic unity, by selecting
certain verses which make reference to twenty such obstacles. The reasoning on
each impediment is referenced to the statements of people of knowledge.

| conclude my thesis by discussing the outcomes of realising an 'Islamic Unity'
upon the individual and society in varying domains, and by doing so, seeking to
awaken within the Muslims, an effort to work together for the sake of unity. And
all ability is from Allah
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