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Abstract
The Koranic Reading in Al.Zamakshari's Book "Al.Kashaf"': A
Phonological , Morphological and Syntactic Study
Prepared by Nidal Al.Faraih
Mutah university: 2006

Al.Kashaf is considered as one of the most promiment commentary books
on the holly Koran for two reasons: first,it represents the ideas of Al.mu'
tazila(name of a theological school which introduced speculative
dogmatism into islam) and their standpoint toward the holly Koran and
what contributes to ist meaning especially when it comes to the koranic
recitations. Al.mu,tazila handle the different koranic readings in a different
way from that of the Sunnites as a result of two reasons:

1- they do not call for the authenticity of ascription ( the uninterrupted chain
of authorities on which a tradition is based),but they emphasize the
compatibility with the holly Koran writing system and with the rules of
the Arabic language grammar.

2- they do not refrain from interesting certain koranic readings that behave
in accordance with their doctrine.

Second, Al-Zamakshari , the great Arab grammarian , used to honor the

Arabic language grammatical rules put down by syntacticians on the

linguistic text itself including the Koranic text.

All of this led to a consideration of a scientific linguistic study of the different

koranic readings in Al-Zamakshari's book " Al-kashaf" that uncovers his

viewpoints taking into consideration other books that he wrote such as " Al-

Mufasil fi San'atithi Al.I'rab" and "Al .Unmoothaj fi Al.Naho" and others .

There has been no compressive study that uses the levels theory on the

different aspects of this topic. This study consists of introduction , four

chapters , and a conclusion.

11
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The introduction introduces Al.Zamakshari, his scientific stature , his

syntactic doctrine , and his thoughts as one of Al.Mu'tazila . It also sheds light

on "Al.Kashaf ', the subject of the study, and on Al.Zamakshari's viewpoints
toward the different Koranic readings.

The first chapter tackles the linguistic origins in Al.Zamakshari's works .It

also handles issues like usage frequency , common usage, analogy, and

regents (word governing another in syntactical regimen).

The second chapter focuses on the phonological level. It tackles the following
phonological phenomena:

1- Phonetic assimilation issues such as phonetic change , contraction (of one
letter into another), and intensification (repeating a word with its initial
consonant changed ) . This was followed by Al.Zamakshari's instructions
on these issues based on the dialects principles.

2- The hamza: providing hamza where it is not required ; deleting hamza
with or without a compensation .

3- Variable phonetic issues such as consonants ,and deictic issues.

The third chapter focuses on the morphological level. It deals with the

following morphological issues:

1- The semantic properties of the verbal affixes .

2- Derivatives

3- Diminution and attribution ; The occurrence of "fa'ala and af'ala" to
express the same meaning .

4- Number plurals, broken plurals, and masculine and feminine
constructions.

The fourth chapter focuses on the syntactic level. It includes the following

phenomena:

1- verbal predicates.

2- Nominal predicates.

3- Accusatives.

4- Genitives.

12
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5- Abrogatives.

The fifth chapter covers some variable syntactic issues such as the Language of
"Akaluni Al.Braqgieth ", semantic dependability, and the multiplicity of
grammatical parsing .

The conclusion reveals the most prominent results of the study leaving a chance
for the reader to post some other results in the body of this research .

Finally , this study makes use of the descriptive analytic approach. This approach
draws upon collecting certain special cards, classifying them into three levels (
phonological, morphological, and syntactic),and cataloging them in a way that
guarantees the inclusion of all of the needed information before studying and

analyzing them.

13
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