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Abstract
Hermeneutical Horizons in Early Revelations: A Reading of the opening of Surat al Alaq
Jamal M. Magableh

This is a textual study of the first five verses (ayat) of surat al Alaq. These verses
specifically aroused widespread interest among both ancient and modern and theaiers were
subjected to various hermeneutical reading, so much so that such hermeneutics represented
numerous forms of receptivity of the text of these verses.

This study aims at monitoring these hermeneutics through an analysis of the text
linguistically, taking into consideration that these verses were the first of the Koran to be
revealed to the prophet.

From the perspective of receptivity, according to modern critical theories, each
hermeneutical treatment of these verses is the outcome of a reaction between the receiver,
with his qualifications and literary competence, and the text linguistically, because the text
contains indications and gaps which enable the receiver to treat the text hermeneutically.
The receiver, in doing so, attempts to recreate the first hermeneutical experience of the
prophet when these verses were first revealed to him.
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